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us. The true problem, therefore, is, Why does God suffer ? The 
answer given is that the highest good is the perfection of the person- 
ality, and this necessarily involves, from the very nature of the case, 
conflict and possible defeat, the struggle with pain, disappointment, 
and temptation. Our author then reviews the various other solutions 
that have been attempted, most elaborately, in " Tennyson and Pes- 
simism," that of the first " Locksley Hall," which, sixty years later, it 
will be remembered, the poet repudiated with much bitterness. 

Further papers introduce us to two teachers who represent points 
of view in many respects quite different from the writer's, but who are 
at one with him in the vital matter of the acceptance of the idealistic 
creed. They are Meister Eckhart, the thirteenth-century mystic, and 
Jean Marie Guyau, the gifted author of the Non-Religion of the Future. 
Finally the list is concluded by papers on Mr. Huxley's now famous 
Romanes Lecture, on the relation between intellectual development and 
perfection of character, on the conflict between the forces of good and 
evil in the breast of John Bunyan as made known to us in that won- 
derful bit of autobiography Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners, 
and on a different phase of the same conflict as illustrated in the 
"squatter riot" of 1850 in Sacramento. 

The reader who has no time to become a specialist in philosophy, 
but who is interested in its problems, will demand of such a book as 
this that it bring him face to face with fundamental questions ; that 
the exposition be clear, and that the author's knowledge of the subject 
be complete. The volume before us more than meets all these require- 
ments. Of the importance of the problems discussed nothing need 
be said. The exposition is not only clear, but brilliant ; while the range 
and accuracy of Professor Royce's knowledge are unexcelled among 
students of philosophy in America. We commend this collection of 
essays to the attention of all those who are interested in metaphysics 
and ethics. Frank Chapman Sharp. 

The University of Wisconsin. 

The Preparation for Christianity in the Ancient World. 
A Study of the History of Moral Development. By R. M. 
Wenley, Sc.D., Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy in the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. Chicago: F. H. Revell Co., 1898. 
Pp. 194. $0.75. 

The non-professional student of Christianity has not had easy 
access to careful and discriminating information regarding the world 
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preparation for the gospel, so that this small book should be of service 
to many. It is a serial, belonging to the " Guild Textbooks of the 
Church of Scotland." The aim of the series is praiseworthy, "to 
deepen the intelligent interest of the laity in all questions connected 
with the origin, nature, history, and extension of the Christian reli- 
gion." Professor Wenley's contribution to this end is to explain the 
successive stages of development through which the human race passed 
in its moral, social, and religious preparation for Christianity ; and to 
show when, by what peoples, and how the various elements of life 
which produced this development came to humanity. 

The book is written from the modern philosophical point of view. 
The author has already published several works treating of philosophy 
and religion, and here again we observe the scholarship, the clear 
thinking, the skill in expression, and the religious earnestness of the 
earlier works. Perhaps the strongest portion of the book is the first 
half of it, in which the spirit, motive, and content of the Greek philoso- 
phy are presented. With striking effect the value, and at the same time 
the limitations, of the Greek contribution to moral development are 
shown. The supplemental contribution came from Judaism, whose- 
" eternal message was the unity of God and the oneness of real man- 
hood in him" (p. 105). He finds, and truly, the uniqueness of Israel 
in her prophets and their utterances. The contribution of Rome to 
the preparation for Christianity was the political unification of man, 
with its consequent development and interchange of ideas, which 
opened the way for a universal religion and a universal brotherhood 
under one supreme God. C. W. Votaw. 

The University of Chicago. 

Life, Death, and Immortality. With Kindred Essays. By 
William M. Bryant, M.A., LL.D., Instructor in Psychol- 
ogy and Ethics, St. Louis Normal and High School. New 
York: The Baker & Taylor Co., 1898. Pp. viii -f- 442. Si. 75. 

These essays are an outgrowth of a desire on the part of the author 
to interpret by means of modern scientific thought the fundamental 
conceptions constituting the core of Christian doctrine. The following 
subjects are treated : " Life, Death, and Immortality," " Oriental 
Religions," " Buddhism and Christianity," " Christianity and Mohamed- 
anism," " The Natural History of Church Organizations," " The Heresy 
of Non- Progressive Orthodoxy," "Miracles," "Christian Ethics as 
Contrasted with the Ethics of Other Religions," " Eternity." 



